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1.     Welcome by the President of IWBF Europe  

 

• Meeting opened by Secretary General at 09:09hrs. 

• Opening remarks made by Walter Pfaller: Thanks, given to those in attendance and for 

contribution at the previous day’s forum. Welcome to Ulf Mehrens IWBF President and Norbert 

Kucera IWBF Secretary General and thanks for the close working relationship they have. 

Welcome to Jan Berteling and Hans Tukker and thanks for their support. 

• Ulf Mehrens, IWBF President: Thanks for those in attendance and contribution to forum. Hope 

everyone enjoys the tournament and continue to make IWBF Europe the strongest zone. 

• Walter Pfaller: Review of last 4 years was difficult due to the pandemic and closure of Wheelchair 

Basketball for the health of wellbeing of the families. IWBF Europe were the only zone to have 

competitive Wheelchair Basketball championships and EuroCup in 2021. Thanks to German 

federation to re-introducing the sport back with the Champions Cup. Thanks to Italy  and its 

president Fernado Zappile for the delivery of U23 competition. Thanks to Harry Perdikis, Greece 

NOWB for the Division B delivery. ECMWA delivered in Madrid which was affected by new 

variant of Covid-19. 

• In 2022 a combined B and C championship was delivered well and we appreciate the federation 

the approach of BIH. 

• We are all still working against challenges with regards to conflict in Ukraine, high energy costs 

etc, but we are working hard together to keep our sport active and positive. 

• IWBF Europe zone is the strongest in the World resulting in the most spots available in 

Paralympics and World events. 

• Europe is only strong because of the cooperation of the board and our family (34 members) to 

continue to progress. 

• We still have some goals which we need to achieve, therefore the U19 Men’s competition was not 

possible due to lack of teams till nowadays. 

• Challenges regarding marketing, although we should comment the work to establish a lead 

sponsor for the EuroCup finals. More work is still required to keep moving forward. Also 

challenge with development. We ask that our voting members use their vote to maintain a strong 

board. 3X3 is also an area we need to develop following the success of the Commonwealth 

games qualification event in Scotland and following Commonwealth games. 

• Finally, Walter Pfaller would like to thank his board and the support of Petr Tucek, Secretary 

General to continue to move Wheelchair Basketball forward for the next 4 years. 

• A moment of silence was paid in respect to those we lost during the last 4 years. 

 

 

 

2.  

   

Roll Call and Apologies   

 

• Present: (see appendix 1) 

• Austria; Belgium; Bosnia & Herzegovina; Croatia; Czech Republic; France; Germany; Great 

Britain; Greece; Hungary; Israel; Italy; Latvia; Lithuania; Montenegro; Netherlands; Norway, 

Poland; Portugal; Serbia; Slovenia; Spain; Switzerland; Türkiye; = Majority vote 13 – require 16 

votes minimum. 

• In addition, other NOWBs representatives attended the meeting 
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3. Minutes of the 16th Congress, Walbrzych, Poland (7th September 2019) 

 

• Previous congress in Madrid 2021 – was recognised as Informal meeting due to organisational 

aspects and pandemic situation.  

• Minutes from congress 2019 – Poland – Approved. 

 

• Approval of minute taker - Janine Timms - Approved 

• Approval of scrutinizers - Greet Spetter; Marco Spetter; Sara Smareglia - Approved 

 

4. Biennial Reports 2019-23 of the Commission Officers of IWBF Europe 

 

• Reports were previously circulated to all NOWBs.  

• No comments from the Congress delegates, therefore approved without further discussion 

5-6.  Financial 2019 – 2023 Quadrennial report  

   

• The Finances remain under the supervision of the Netherlands Chamber of Commerce.  

• In general, the budget over the last four years followed IWBF Europe projection 

• Presentation of the budgets including a forecast for the next biennial 

• Received resignation letter from Treasurer Mr Avi Lehrmann with immediate effect. Secretary 

General present on his behalf. IWBF Europe is a none-for-profit organisation, therefore runs on 

the fees collected from its members. 

• 2019 – was good financial year for IWBF Europe; small surplus. All competitions held as planned. 

• 2020 – Covid pandemic – all competition cancelled resulting in the returning fees clubs and 

nations, resulting in deficit. 

• 2021 – Limited competition (EuroCup 8 team Champions Cup; U22 men and Men Division B, and 

Men and Women A) resulting in small income returning to IWBF Europe and end of year small 

surplus (eradicating 2020 deficit). 

• 2022 – Small EuroCup competition with 4 locations, 26 teams. Combined Division B and C. Small 

deficit due to higher costs of travel. 

• 2023 – Full EuroCup is open, plus Division A for Men and Women, and Division C planned. 

Expectation that 2023 will deliver a surplus. 

• Proposed budget 2024-2025: Planned budget is only 2 years (previously 4) to allow better 

opportunity to react to financial challenges.  

• Secretary General thanks for everyone’s attention.  

• BEL – questioned on current situation – Secretary General confirmed report with all relevant data 

has been sent to federations. Confirmation that current position is positive.  

• ISR – questioned position of lack of treasurer – Secretary General reminded that nominations 

were submitted and to be discussed during elections. 

• Financial report – Approved (For 23; Against 1) 

 

7.  

 

 Amendments to the IWBF Europe General Regulations 

 

• Grey highlighted wording in circulated GR are proposed amendments.  

• Important points: 

- Compliance with the IWBF Statutes: - now compliant 

- IWBF Europe Players’ Commission chairperson and its Commission added to new regulations 
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- Conflict of Interest 

- Candidates for the office and their support from NOWB 

 

- Questions – BEL – When will amendments begin – Day after congress (18.09.2023) 

• Amendments - Approved 24 
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  Amendments to the manual of regulations for the Conduct of Wheelchair Basketball     

Championships in Europe 

 

• Restructure of the European Championships for Men  

• Approval of the proposed new system of 10 teams in each division – Approved (For 13; Against 

10; Abstain 1) 

• Approve the gradual process of reduction to 10 teams with immediate effect – Not Approved (For 

1; Against 22; Abstain 1) 

• Defer the start of the gradual process of reduction to 10 teams until the European Championships 

Men Division A 2025 – Not Approved (For 7; Against 16; Abstain 1) 

• Additional item added following forum (16.08.2023). Further discussion to clarify “immediate and 

gradual effect”. Note that this was first discussed at the virtual forum in 2021. Agreement for 

change to 10 teams per division, implementation TBC due to no agreement of start date. 

 

 

• Manual has been split into 2 manuals, 1 for European Championships and 1 for EuroCup 

Competitions for ease. Approved. (For – 23; Against 1) 

 

 

9.  

 

 

 Election of the members of the Executive Council Term 2023-2027 

  

• President: Walter Pfaller (20) / Fernando Zappile (4) – Result: Walter Pfaller 

• Vice President: Dirk Cossaer / Enrique Alvarez Orcajo – Dirk Cossaer stepped down from 

election prior to voting. Result: Enrique Alvarez Orcajo 

 

• Unopposed appointments: 

• Technical Officer – Edwin Wallaart 

• Classification Officer - Bartosz Molik 

• Competition Officer – David Kingstone 

 

• Vacant positions: 

• PR-Marketing Officer – Munir Gokman 

• Treasurer - Wojciech Makowski 

 

• Development Officer: Malik Abes (5) / Irene Sloof (19) – Result: Irene Sloof 

• Member at Large first position: Ivan Dabo (8) / Orcun Kamai (5) / Harry Perdikis (4) / Zarko 

Tomsic (6) – 1 invalid vote – no candidate has majority  

• 2nd round Member at Large first position: Ivan Dabo (11) / Zarko Tomsic (12) – 1 invalid vote – 

Result: Zarko Tomsic  

• Member at Large second position: Ivan Dabo (10) / Orcun Kamali (7) / Harry Perdikis (6) – 1 

invalid vote  – no candidate has majority 

• 2nd round Member at Large second position: Ivan Dabo (9) / Orcun Kamali (14) – 1 invalid vote  

- Result: Orcun Kamali  
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 IWBF Europe Executive Council 2023-2027 Term 

 

- President: Walter Pfaller (Austria) 

- Vice-President: Enrique Alvarez Orcajo (Spain) 

- Treasurer: Wojciech Makowski (Poland) 

- Chair Technical: Edwin Wallaart (Netherland) 

- Chair Classification: Bartosz Molik (Poland) 

- Chair Competition: David Kingstone (Great Britain) 

- Chair Development: Irene Sloof (Netherland) 

- Chair PR-Marketing: Münir Gökmen (Turkey) 

- Member-at-Large: Žarko Tomšič (Slovenia) 

- Member-at-Large: Orcun Kamali (Türkiye) 

- Secretary General: Petr Tuček (Czech Republic) 

 

 

 

10.  

 

 

 

 

 

Other Business 

 

• Hans Tucker – wishes new board well, seeks transparency, and publication on the website of the 

meeting papers. Honorary members did not receive papers since 2018 

• Norbert Kucera – honour the work of Francisca Ravestein who stands down from CLME after 

years of her activity as chair. She is unable to be present due to health condition. Jan Bertling will 

make the presentation to her in person tomorrow at her home.  

 

 

 

11.  

   

 

  

Closing words 

 

• Walter Pfaller, IWBF Europe president Thank you for attendance and trust. Our sport has to be in 

the first position. If we work strong together we will remain the strongest in the world. 

Congratulates new board members and wishes those departing safe trip. Enjoy the rest of the 

games. 

• The IWBF Europe Congress was closed at 12:36. 

.   
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 Appendix 1 – Attendance 
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